
   

  

READING COMPREHENSION 

Forms of Government : A Spectrun of Governance Models 
 

Governmental structures vary widely, reflecting the diverse ways societies organize and administer 

power. These forms of government, ranging from autocracy to democracy, shape the political 

landscape and influence citizens’ lives. Understanding these models is essential for comprehending 

the complexities of governance worldwide.  

Monarchies feature a single ruler, often a king or queen, with power typically passed down through 

hereditary lines. Absolute monarchies grant the ruler unchecked or unlimited authority, while a 

constitutional monarchy has an elected government that runs the country. In this case, the monarch 

operates within a framework of laws and regulations. Democracy emphasizes citizen participation in 

decision-making. In a direct democracy, citizens directly vote on laws and policies, whereas 

representative democracies involve elected officials representing the people. Authoritarian 

governments concentrate power in a central authority, limiting political freedoms and often 

suppressing dissent. These regimes prioritize control and stability over individual liberties. 

Totalitarian states exercise extensive control over citizens’lives, encompassing political, social, and 

economic aspects. Individuals may have limited autonomy, and the state often seeks to shape public 

opinion through propaganda. 

 

Questions (5pts) 

1. Give the difference between an absolute monarchy and a constitutional monarchy. 

2. How does direct democracy differ from representative democracy ? 

3. A political regime in which the power is hereditary is : 

a. democracy.  b. totalitarianism  c. monarchy 

4. Complete the sentence : In democracy, Citizens……………….. 

5. Do you think Democracy is a good political system ? Why ? 

 

Section one : Vocabulary (2pts) 

1) Derive a verb from each of these words : 

a) government  b) Power 

2) Give the antonym of the following words : 

c) Autocratic  ……………….  d) Emancipation  ……………….. 

3) Derive adjectives from : 

e) Dictatorship  f) democracy 

4) Derive noun from : 

g) central  h) elected 

 

Section two : Linguistic compétence / Grammar (2pts) 

SPut the verbs in brackets into the correct tense or form 

5) Sara always ……………………… (try) her best 

6) It’s high time other French-speaking countries…………….(join) the Commonwealth 

7) She………….(help) her mother since this morning 

8) You might have limited autonomy if you ……………(be) under a totalitarian regime. 

 

Choose the right answer 

9) It is a year……………. Togo joined the organization. (a. ago  b. since c. for) 
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10) Any country ……………leader can’t stand any opposition is an autocracy. (a. who  

b.whose c. which) 

 

Rephrasing 

11) a) Although this luggage is overweight. We will lift it up. 

      b) Inspite of……………… 

12) a) Nigeria is an English-speaking country, so is south Africa 

      b) South Africa is ……………… 

 

Section three : Translation (3pts) 

Translate the following passage into good French 

Totalitarian states exercise extensive control over citizens’lives, encompassing political, social, and 

economic aspects. Individuals may have limited autonomy, and the state often seeks to shape public 

opinion through propaganda. 

 

Section four : Writing (8pts) 

At home, during a group work with your friends, you were discussing about Togo and its political 

system. Then your elder brother, hearing you, said, it is obvious for citizens to know how his or her 

country functions potitically. 

Based on your knowledge, write an essay not more than 20 lines to talk of the type of government 

you do have in your country, and the advantages for you, citizens. 

 

 

Relevance : 2,5 Coherence : 2,5 Accuracy : 2  Perfect :1 

 


